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HOUSE BI LL 1389

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Jarrett, Ericksen, Wods, Schindler, Anderson,
Bush, Kristiansen, Shabr o, Aher n, Bai | ey, McDonal d, Tal cot t,
Cl enments, Chandler, Sehlin, Buck, M elke, Boldt, Al exander, Newhouse,
Schoesl er, Ni xon, Pearson, Pflug, Canpbell and Hol ngui st

Read first time 01/24/2003. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to incentives to increase transportation revenues
by ensuring governnent efficiencies through performance audits
conducted by the legislative transportation commttee; adding new
sections to chapter 44.40 RCW adding a new section to chapter 47.01
RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. LEG SLATIVE INTENT. The legislature finds
that in order to recapture the public trust and denonstrate to the
public that the departnent of transportation 1is operating as
efficiently and effectively as possible, the departnent nust be subject
to reqgular performance audits supervised by the |egislature. The
| egislature further finds that the departnent can recapture public
trust by submtting perfornmance data to the legislature along with its
project list.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 44.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

PERFORMANCE AUDI TS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. (1) Every
four years the legislative transportation commttee shall wundertake
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i ndependent, objective, and conprehensive performance audits of the
departnent of transportation, to be perfornmed in accordance wth
government auditing standards.

(2) For the purposes of this chapter, "governnment auditing
standards" neans the Cenerally Accepted Governnent Auditing Standards
(GAGAS) as published by the Conptroller General of the United States
CGeneral Accounting Ofice (GAO.

(3) The performance audit report mnust include:

(a) ldentification of potential cost savings in the departnent of
transportation, its prograns, and its services;

(b) Identification of funding to the departnent of transportation,
to progranms, and to services that can be elim nated or reduced;

(c) ldentification of progranms and services that can be elim nated,
reduced, or transferred to the private sector;

(d) Analysis of gaps and overlaps in progranms and services and
recommendations for inproving, dropping, blending, or separating
functions to correct gaps or overl aps;

(e) Anal ysis and recommendati ons for pooling information technol ogy
systens used wthin the departnent;

(f) Analysis of the roles and functions of the departnent, its
prograns, and its services and their conpliance wth statutory
authority and recommendations for elimnating or changing those roles
and functions and ensuring conpliance with statutory authority;

(g) Recommendations for elimnating or changing statutes, rules,
and policy directives as may be necessary to ensure that the departnent
carry out reasonably and properly those functions expressly vested in
t he departnent by statute;

(h) Verification of the reliability and validity of departnent
performance data, self-assessnents, and performance neasurenent systens
as required under RCW 43.88.090; and

(1) ldentification and recognition of best practices.

(4) The legislative transportation conmttee may require the
departnment to provide all information required for conpletion of any
audit, and the departnent shall fully and conpletely cooperate with the
| egi sl ative transportation conmttee for the purposes of this section.
Costs of complying with the requirenents wll be paid by the
depart nent.
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(5) The legislative transportation commttee shall contract wth
private sector professional and technical experts for conducting
performance audits and shall provide oversight of the audits.
Enpl oyees within the | egislative transportation commttee's office, if
avai l able and qualified, nmay assist in the audits. The Il egislative
transportation conmttee shall create and maintain a list of qualified
private sector professional and technical experts who may be sel ected
to conduct perfornmance audits either by ot or on a rotating basis.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 44.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

DEFI NI TION. For the purpose of this chapter, a "performnce audit”
is an objective and systemati c exam nati on of evidence for the purpose
of providing an independent assessnent of the performance of the
departnent of transportation, or of a program or service provided by
the departnent, in order to provide information for inproving public
accountability and facilitating decision making by those who have the
responsibility to initiate or oversee corrective action. Performance
audi ts include econony and efficiency audits and program audits.

(1) Econony and efficiency audits include determ ning whether the
departnent is acquiring, protecting, and using its resources, such as
personnel, property, and space, economcally and efficiently; the
causes of uneconomcal or inefficient practices; and whether the
departnent has conplied with laws and rules on matters of econony and
efficiency.

(2) Program audits include determning the extent to which the
desired results or benefits established by the |egislature or other
authorizing body are being achieved by the departnent; t he
ef fecti veness of agencies, prograns, and services; and whether the
departnment conplied wwth aws and rul es applicable to the program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

SUBM SSI ON OF PERFORVANCE DATA TO THE LEGQ SLATURE. The depart nent
shall submt to the transportation commssion or its statutory
successor, the governor, and the | egislature, cost and perfornmance data
to acconpany the proposed project |ist devel oped under RCW 47.05. 051.
For capacity projects the data nust specify the estimted congestion
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relief in both tinme and noney (opportunity costs). For safety
projects, the departnent shall submt estimates for both the nunber of
lives saved and the reduced negative econom c effects of high-accident
ar eas.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Captions used in this act are not part of
t he | aw

~-- END ---
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